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But when inquiries were made into the matter in Vienna
it was ascertained that Francis Joseph did not dream of
such a thing, and so the plan was dropped in Berlin."
I also now obtained a further explanation of Thile's
retirement. This was due to an intrigue of KeuclelFs.
According to Bucher the facts were as follows. On the
occasion of the meeting of the three Emperors in 18/2,
Gortschakoff and Andrassy gave Keudell to understand
that they would like to receive the Order of the Black
Eagle. The Chief however was opposed to this, partly
on the ground that he did not wish to diminish the
value of this high Order by conferring it too frequently,
and partly because he wanted to save it up as a reward
for future services on the part of those statesmen. Not-
withstanding this Keudell used his influence in favour
of its immediate bestowal; and when the Emperor had
issued the patent or decree to that effect he induced
Thile to countersign it. When Keudell afterwards re-
ported this to the Chief, the latter fell into a fearful rage
and indulged in violent language against the unsuspect-
ing Secretary of State. Keudell then let Thile know
what had been said, with the remark that it was quite
impossible for him to repeat some of the worst expres-
sions. Thile thereupon immediately tendered his resig-
nation to the Emperor. Bucher added : " When it was
now suggested that Thile should be summoned as an
expert in the Arnim trial, I pointed out that lie boro the
Prince a grudge. The Chief replied : " He has no reason
to be angry with me, although he may well be with
Keudell. In spite of this and other instances, however,
Keudell will still be maintained by the ladies."

On my removal from Hanover to Leipzig in October,
1875, the correspondence between Bucher and myself
gradually increased in frequency. In reply to a request